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THE PROJECT 
Implementing a Business Acceleration Program based in South Africa. This is achieved through a market 
diversification strategy, and taking a ‘Glocalization’ approach, we will implement the Economic Growth Acceleration 
Program using course materials from Ensign College, with the support of industry experts, organizations, and 
educators from Utah. The Program will then be implemented and facilitated in SOWETO South Africa with 
the support of the National Youth development Agency, local trainers, market experts and business leaders.  
The program will incubate ten businesses with the potential for exponential growth, while training 20 young 
adults to be leading business support professionals through a learnership program. The business founders 
will be trained in top business leadership skills for business strategy, diverse leadership skills, networking, and 
presentation finetuning and preparation for global investor funding. These founders will be able to focus on 
their key core offerings as they receive support from their fellow professional learnership cohort. US based 
students, professionals and business leaders will continue to support the program by offering tutoring, strategy 

development support, Mentors, business Interns, marketing Interns and other support. 

THE ROLE OF THE UTAH MARKET IN EXPANDING THE SOUTH AFRICAN ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES 
Growth: In Dec of 2021, it was recorded for Utah to be the second fastest growing state sitting at a 1,7 % growth 
increment. This leads to opportunities for an influx of cultural diversity and a larger need for international 
relations through trade. Economy: Provo has been ranked the best performing city in the country due to stunning 
wage and job growth. It sets a good model for other cities to take such initiatives to grow economies around 
the world.  Job opportunities: Utah’s unemployment rate is at an all-time low in more than a decade, sitting at 
2%. This is an indicator that there is a need for more talent and entrepreneurial ventures. Industries: Some of 
the major industries includes coal mining, cattle ranching, salt production, and government services. However, 
there are more industries growing/expanding at a fast pace. For example, Mining: Rich in minerals Utah is only 
producer of beryllium, and magnesium metal and a major producer of bentonite, copper, gold, and vanadium. 
Other commodities produced include cement, common clay, aggregates, iron ore, lime, molybdenum, phosphate, 
potash, silver. Tech: According to Fox news article April, 2021the Provo to Salt Lake (Silicon Slopes) tech hub was 
rated the largest tech hub in the United States, and one of the largest in the world. This mostly happened through 
incentives that was created for tech companies making its way into the Silicon Slopes. Fast Food: The US fast food 
industry is growing at an average annual rate of 2.4% per year, with an expected compound annual growth rate 

of 4.6% from 2020-2027.Dec 12, 2021
WHY DOES THIS MATTER RIGHT NOW?

The South African economy, job and investor market has seen a drastic decrease and crash due to the countries 
continued shut down, while protecting its resident’s health Since the Covid pandemic began. The Country is 
currently ready to take its next steps in empowering and accelerating its economic growth. In analyzing the Utah 
Markets ability to thrive and grow its diversity over the last 3 years, we believe that the resources, education, 
network, and partnerships currently available in Utah offer the most impactful start of an economic growth 
support structure for creating an Economic Growth Acceleration program in South Africa, for young South African 

business founders and young business support professionals. 
BENEFITS PURSUE THIS PARTNERSHIP?

By implementing this merged expertise strategy, we:
1. Successfully foster youth skills development to set up the country with US influenced training
2. Investigate possibilities of trade, business partnerships and import-export relations between the US and 

South African Markets.
3. Effectively apply US content, expertise, and knowledge relevantly within the South African economic 

growth environment.
4. Provide stronger profit opportunities for cross country trading for both the South African and the USA 

market
5. Foster relationships of information exchange and expertise respect for industry leaders within the South 

African and American market
6. Are building a digital magazine targeting African Entrepreneurs, and showcasing content by American 

industry leaders and Lecturers
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THANK YOU
FOR CONSIDERING US!

FIRSTLY

THE SILICON GOLD FOUNDATION AND U.S. MISSION 
WHY 
Silicon Gold Foundation is excited to collaborate with the  U.S. Mission to South Africa  in implementing 
opportunities for expanding economic opportunities for Youth  and entrepreneurs in South Africa. 

Silicon Gold Foundation focusses on empowering the a youth, young business and economies in building 
a community, support structure and resources. We accomplish this as we are connected  to a network of 
leadership, branding, technology, business and innovation professionals  ready to have your back, whatever 
your connectivity, communication, business leadership and brand building needs. 

TEAM GOALS
Our teams goal is to support and excel the U.S. Mission to South Africa  objectives in building and accelerating   
diplomatic alliances between South Africa and The United States of America by contributing to south African 
programs that effectively teach the South African youth  economic independence, strengthening the US 
Missions brand salience, while increasing it’s visibility to South Africans and placing the U.S. Mission to South 
Africa  as a top of mind organisation for young South African entrepreneurs and the country leaders.



The most valuable currency we have as human beings does not come in green bills. It is not money or a credit card. 
The most valuable currency we have as human beings, is the network around us. The people we have touched, and those who 

have touched us. 
Silicon Gold Foundation has not seen it’s success as a business because I was given a million dollars to start it.

It is successful because I was blessed with people, who where a connection for me to take the next step in every step of our 
journey. 

The infinite network of  our connections I believe strongly is what any brand successful. The businesses ability to connect with its 
keys stake holders, it's clients, future partners. 

This is why our whole business is designed by an ever growing network of unlimited potential.

So lets Connect.
 - Lee Herbert

LEE
HERBERT
CEO

Lee Herbert is 37-year-old South African born 
social and economic change entrepreneur, with 
extensive global brand, digital communications, 
and new market business optimization 
experience. 

Lee has a degree in Multimedia Advertising and 
graduated from the global award-winning Vega 
school of Brand leadership in South Africa and is 
currently pursuing her second degree at the U in 
the International School in conjunction with her 
MSC in Analytics through WGU. 

Lee speaks five different languages and is 
always looking to expand her communication 
capabilities by learning more. Has with over 
twenty countries in supporting global brands, 
leaders and campaigns meet their goals in 
connecting with their markets. Her multicultural 
and multi-industry experience has gotten her to 
work with major brands and leaders namely Coca 
Cola, The National Youth Development Agency, 
Universal Music Group (for the Grammy winning 
Black Coffee), The LDS Church and more. She is 
valued by different country National Economic 

Departments and has built a reputation for herself 
as a sub-Saharan market and digital growth expert.

Lee currently leads a global foundation (Silicon 
Gold) that creates opportunities for global 
organization to collaborate in empowering African 
and global minority community entrepreneurs. 
She also works with the Eccles School of business 
and supports the MBA marketing program, and 
Lassonde School of Entrepreneurs incubation 
program (MBC).

As a daughter of a politician and her true north 
mentor, leader and example is Nelson Rolihlahla 
Mandela. She values his teachings in forgiveness, 
building communities and creating high quality 
accessible education, whether formal or not. This 
is why she is enthusiastic about building a global 
community that fosters economic decolonization, 
through empowering entrepreneurs and youth. 

L  L E E  H E R B E R T

CEO and Founder of Silicon Gold Foundation





Our Mission
To connect our clients to their market 
and  them as the consumers first frame 
of reference brand in their markets and 
industries

Our Values
We are in the business of empowering 
economical growth in disadvantaged 
communities, through education, market 
network growth, funding and product/
business development resources.

Our Guarantee
The projects and programs we design 
are led by successful research and world 
industry leaders. Rest assured that you are 
partnering with an expert communications, 
technologies and e-commerce, 
entrepreneurship expert team who 
partner with, and employ qualified and 
experienced team of strategic, creative and 
technical service providers. 

Our Merit is to Connect.

We are passionate about taking first 
world solutions and knowledge to youth 
and entrepreneurs who would otherwise 
not have the opportunity to tap into that 
knowledge. 

Team work based on the implementation 
of progressive communications disciplines. 
Professional quality of services provided 
by a highly motivated team. Aptitude to 
make our client number one frame of 
reference in the market they are in. Strong 
technological background. Unlimited 
availability to our clients.

WHO IS
SILICON GOLD 

Our Vision
Create an inclusive network community 

that empowers global economical growth, 
through affordable first world education, 
market relevant training, and successful 

mentor-ship  in innovation, entrepreneurship 
and skills development sector. 



INNOVATION IS 
CREATIVITY WITH 

A PURPOSE

South Africa is an economical leader on 
the African continent. The countries rich 
history and diversity creates an environment 
that fosters innovation, collaboration and a 
national problem solving mindsets. 

South African youth have the aptitude, drive 
and grit to build the countries economy and 
take the New South Africa to it’s next phase 
of growth as an independent country. The 
government has put in place programs that 

congregate the youth in communities, with 
the objective of empowering them with 
education and resources that empower them 
as future country leaders. 

We have access to global and especially US 
industry leaders who have been building US 
companies, brands and organisations and are 
willing to help empower, educate and mentor 
the next generation of South African leaders.

WHY DO WE DO
WHAT WE DO?

We drive economic success through 
localisation.

We understand the limitations that the 
Southern African climate faces in it’s economic 
growth quest. 

We know the technological limitations, and 
the innovation potential. 

We know the socio-economic disparities, and 
how to effectively communicate with and 
empower South Africa diverse communities. 

We are supported by a network of 
matchmakers, entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, and mission drivers within the South 
African, Sub Saharan African and USA Markets.

With the support of our network of South 
African leaders who understand the economic 
climate we will be able to take these global 
first world business success nuggets and 
implement them within the South African 
market for the global growth and  future trade 
partnerships.  



WHAT DO 
WE OFFER

We build bridges for our 
beneficiaries and partners, 
creating opportunities and 

support for connections 
that change the world. 

Brand & Business 
Growth Incubation 

Entrepreneur 
Community

Professional 
Education 

We offer first world 
education programs for 

youth, professionals, 
entrepreneurs and 

techies through our global 
academic partners. 

We offers membership to 
our global entrepreneur 

community that gives 
them access to start up 
resources, global brand 

partnerships, community 
collaborations and funding 

opporttunities. 

We create access to 
administrative start-

up resources, business 
competitions, growth 

funding, industry 
events, conferences and 
educational sponsorship. 

we  
connect the 

future.

Global Economic  
Growth Resources

Innovation 
and Tech 

Development 
IT  and Coms 
Learnerships   

We incubate startup 
products, brands, business 

and orgnaisations to 
accelerate their global 
growth and help cross 
border partnerships

We foster partnerships 
for tech ideation, 

creation,  testing and 
implementation strategies.  

We offer hands on training 
for beneficiaries intersted 

in growing and refinign 
their skills within the 

Information Technology, 
Data Management, Digital 

Marketing and Content 
Creation space. 



PROFESSIONAL   
EDUCATION  

We offer globally recognised long distance certification  programs through our higher education partners. As 
part of our program we also offer in person program navigation and workshops. Our programs are designed 
to be hands on, real world experiences that take formal education outside of the classroom and makes it 
tangible. The students get to work on real business projects  as part of their curricular and get professional 
training and work experience at the same time. The programs are designed to work for individual students 
looking to up their skills, group class activations, professional workshops and part time study. The course 
breakdown is built for the following outcomes.

1. Course Certification

The above mentioned certificates 
cover class and course information 
that when completed successfully 
grant the individual  the respective 
certificate of pursuit.

 2. Associate of Science Degrees

Upon Completion of multiple 
course certification the learners 
can take required additional 
classes to obtain an Associate of 
Science Degree in their pursued 
filed. 

Business Analytics

Business Intelligence

Tech Account 
Management

Professional Business 
Management

Global Supply Chain 
and Operations

Cloud & System 
Administration 

Business Language

Small Business 
Management 

Technical Support 
EngineerCommunication 

Fundamentals

Accounting Digital Marketing 

 

We offer to our clients an 
all-rounded and holistic 

solution for effective brand 
communication through the 

following offerings: 

All members are invited to join 
the Silicon Gold Membership. 
Members become a part of a 
global entrepreneurship and 
professional network designed 
to empower organisations, 
individuals and businesses in 
building strong self sufficient 
economies within their 
communities. 

Online Back-linking

Our members have 
opportunities to receive first 
world content through our 
digital magazine, business and 
professional mentor-ship from 
our global professional and 
business leaders, opportunity 
to participate in our global 
brand challenge  and exchange 

programs, and access to our 
global economic empowerment 
programs. 

Membership is free to all 
members who fulfil the 
application requirements. 

Professional Writing 
Publishing

Networking Events

Global Competitions

Business Partnership 
Opportunities 

Magazine 
Subscription

Leadership 
Conventions

Incubation 
Opportunities

Funding 
Opportunities

ENTREPRENEUR
COMMUNITY

Education 
Scholarships

Content Creation 

IT Fundamentals

Network Engineering 
Core

Computer Science

Cyber Security Core
Communication 
Fundamentals

3. Associate of Applied Science 
Degree (AAS)   

Upon Completion of multiple 
course certification the 
learners can complete required 
practicums to obtain  their 
Associate of Applied Science 
Degree

4. Bachelor of Applied Science Degree (BAS) : Upon Completion of an Associate on Science Degree an individual  
can complete required additional classes in their pursued filed, to obtain a Bachelor of Applied Science Degree 
(BAS) which can take up toto an additional two years with our partner higher education institutions. 

*all courses are dependant on legibilty of admisions to respective programs. Bridging programs available to all 
students interested in pursuing course. Our higher education partners range from US to other global education  
institutions.

Master Class Access

Business How to 
Content

Global Leader 
Mentor-ship

Subsidised Business 
Professional Support

Subsidised Business 
Marketing Products



BRAND AND BUSINESS 
GROWTH INCUBATION

Brand communication strategy: 
Planning, strategy and project 
management are at the core 
of what we do. These are an 
essential stage in increasing 
success rates and reducing the 
likelihood of budget overruns, 
and failed or under-performing 
projects. 

Proper strategy, planning and 
management will ensure you 

Market
Research

can make decisions early on to 
maximize your investment and 
increase the lifespan of your 
brand offerings. 

We blend strategy, design & 
technology to co-create brands 
that are both brilliant and 
beautiful. Our multi-disciplinary 
team creates innovative 
solutions. 

Our approach targets to create 

brand salience for our clients, 
making them first frame of 
reference within their markers, 
setting them apart from 
their competitors and driving 
sustainable growth. Whether 
it be brand repositioning, 
redesign or innovation, our team 
of experts provides a holistic, 
tailored and seamless service.

Marketing 
Strategy

Brand Contact
Analysis and 
Optimization

Advertising 
Strategy

Marketing 
Strategy

Communication 
Strategy

Product 
Strategy

Pricing
Strategy

Pricing
Strategy

The best solutions to the 
problems we have are often 
already solved by someone else. 

We support accessibility to 
those solutions. This is why we 
support helping communities and 
entrepreneurs to take their best 
offerings and products globally. 

 

We foster the resources, 
support and knowledge 
available to take local products 
to relevant markets effectively. 

Global Incubation 

Global  Leadership 

Import Partnerships

Export 
Partnerships

Global fulfilment 
Support

Product Dev 
Support

Market Regulation 
Strategy

Global 
Leadership 

Training

GLOBAL ECONOMIC  
GROWTH RESOURCES 

Market Research Global Growth 
Strategy

Global Partner 
Management

Industry Partnerships



IT AND COMS TECH
TRAINING/LEARNERSHIPS

We partner with and create 
spaces where individuals can put 
their skills to test and grow them. 

As a brand that is driven by 
connecting we are big on 
ensuring that we empower 
the communities we are in to 
be digitally plugged in to the 
world, and to ensure that they 
are equipped with the skills and 
tools needed for the world to 

Software 
Engineering

hear, understand and respond to 
them. 

We are passionate about 
ensuring that the communities 
we work with own the narrative 
of the stories told about their 
communities. 

We achieve this by creating 
relevant partnerships and spaces 
where the community has the 

resources needed  to hands 
on learn skills in Information  
Technology, Information 
Management, Communications 
Technology and Brand 
Management. 

Data Analytics

Data Mining

Software 
Repair

Hardware 
Repair

Content Editing

Content Creation

Network Solutions

Social Media Strategy
Search Engine 
Optimisation

Technical Project 
Management

IT Support 

Network Support

Broadcasting 
Support

We know that the best 
technology advancement comes 
in solving problems, partnering 
with like minded minds and been 
given the space to enhance the 
solutions at work. 

Through our partners we foster 
collaborations for optimized 
innovation and technology 
solutions. 

Product Research

We offer spaces that give 
entrepreneurs, innovators and 
engineers opportunities for 
collaboration and resources 
needed to accelerate their 
creation process. 

We believe in failing fast 
when it comes to innovation 
advancement. We know that 
this gives the opportunity for 

assessment and resolutions. 

We foster relationships between 
startups, engineers, industry 
leaders and investors, to ensure 
innovation and tech advancement 
opportunities in communities 
that have access limitation. 

Prototyping 
Resources

Product Testing 

Product Dev 
Funding

Pricing Strategy

Professional 
Collaborations

Technical 
Collaboration 

Technical Project 
Management

Market Ready 
Strategy

INNOVATION AND TECH 
DEVELOPMENT

Paid Media 
Optimisation

CRM Proficiency

Digital Design 

Content Studio 
Management



THESE ARE THE 
PEOPLE WE DO 

IT FOR. 




