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A MESSAGE FROM CEO ISABELLE FINNEY

Everyone involved with Finding Kids, from volunteers
to investigators to donors, has one goal in common.
We want to live in a society where the protection of
the most defenseless individuals — our children — is
seen as a moral priority and crucial for our humanity
to flourish and thrive. We cannot tolerate the idea of
anyone intentionally hurting a child.

Over the last two decades the internet and social
media have unwittingly allowed individuals with
nefarious intentions to prey on the most vulnerable.
While technology has made our lives easier, the mass
migration from the real world into the virtual world
has changed what it means to be a child. The normal
mechanisms used historically to protect

children have not been able to keep up with

the pace at which exploiters operate.

The world our children are living

in now requires an innovative and

collaborative community response to

keep them safe.

In 2023, Finding Kids hired ten private

investigation firms to investigate 46

cases involving missing and/or exploited

children across 16 counties, mostly in the greater
Bay Area. By the end of the year, all but nine had
been found. Their parents did not have the resources
or funds to find their children on their own. Law
enforcement, especially in smaller counties, is

often under-resourced. Police departments handle
hundreds of crimes, sometimes with only two or three
detectives to conduct investigations for their entire
jurisdiction. This is where private organizations like
ours, representing you the community, can make a
significant difference.

In 2023 we launched our first formal Aftercare
Program consisting of parent and survivor advocates
who provide one-on-one support and resources to
families and victims in crisis. This type of high touch
support is necessary for children to gain the tools and
resilience they need to overcome the past, complete
their education, and become productive, healthy
adults. Our ‘train the trainer’ approach provides direct
support to the parents so that they can guide and help
mentor their child. Without the support of a caring
philanthropic community, the trajectory of these

46 children’s lives would look very different than it
does today.

To continue this important work, we need your
help. We require funding to pay our contract
investigators and advocates. We need
parents to know where to turn to for help.
We need local government and county
Board of Supervisors to grant adequate
resources to law enforcement agencies
so that they can investigate every missing
child report, or suspicion of exploitation.
And we need for legislators within the State
and Federal Government to enforce laws and
sentences that serve as effective deterrents so that
‘buyers’ think twice before harming a child.

Thank you for reviewing this report. You'll notice a
change in our logo which now aligns with our website
URL, findingkids.org

On behalf of the children and families that we serve,
thank you for being on this journey with us. Please
continue your support — we need you.

Isabelle
isabelle@findingkids.



THE PROBLEM

CHILDREN ARE EASY PREY FOR
PREDATORS.

In the age of the Internet, children are more
vulnerable than ever to being victimized.

The FBI includes the San Francisco Bay Area in
its list of the top areas for child sex exploitation
in the nation.” In 2023, 66,705 reports of missing
children were made in California (55% girls,

45% boys), of which 8,636 were from the San
Francisco Bay Area.

Unless there is obvious evidence of nefarious
circumstances (e.g. a kidnapping), resource and
jurisdictional limitations prevent even the most
dedicated law enforcement agencies from being
able to respond to, or proactively search for
missing or victimized children.

Most parents cannot afford the cost of hiring an
investigator to help find their child, and are at a
loss for who to turn to for guidance during their
time of crisis.
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HOW WE HELP

WE WORK TO KEEP KIDS SAFE.
THAT'S ALL WE DO.

We hire boots-on-the-ground contract private
investigators to find children most vulnerable
to exploitation. We aim to find them before they
come to any harm.

We share evidence of any predator activity
with law enforcement to support their criminal
investigations.

We assign advocates to both parents and
children to provide support and resources during
their time of crisis, and walk alongside them on
their journey to restoration.

Since 2018, Finding Kids’ private investigators
and aftercare advocates have provided
assistance and support in over 180 cases in
Northern California and Nevada.



L U c IA (NOT HER REAL NAME)

In October 2023, Finding Kids became aware of
16-year-old Lucia from Vallejo, California who had
already been missing for two weeks. Vallejo PD
welcomed any support they could get from the
community to find Lucia, especially since Lucia’s
parents were native Spanish speakers and spoke very
little English.

Our investigator acknowledged the police
department’s understaffing and engaged with

the detective assigned to Lucia’s case to offer his
support. He immediately began to scope out the
neighborhoods Lucia was known to frequent. It was
determined very quickly that there had been multiple
sightings of Lucia in the company of two adult males
and an adult female. School Administrators were
eager to help and provided valuable information to our
investigator who viewed surveillance video from local
businesses and interviewed dozens of witnesses.

A key lead provided by a witness resulted in Lucia
being found within days, disheveled, and wearing the
same clothing from the day she was reported missing,
weeks previously. Unfortunately she had been severely

assaulted and exploited by multiple individuals over
several weeks. She was immediately transported to the
Emergency Room where she was admitted.

During this time our Spanish-speaking Investigations
coordinator served as a critical liaison between
Lucia’s mother, our investigator and Vallejo PD. Over
four months, Lucia underwent medical and mental
health treatments and settled back in with her family
who had decided to relocate.

During her recovery Lucia was willing to share
important identifying information regarding

her traffickers and rapists. By triangulating her
recollections, witness accounts, and local business
video surveillance, the investigator was able to
provide law enforcement with solid evidence that
should lead to several arrests. Throughout the search
our investigator remained in constant contact with
law enforcement, especially important to preserve
the integrity and chain of custody of evidence. The
criminal investigation is still pending at this time and
we will continue to follow up on behalf of Lucia and
her family to ensure justice is served.
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M E LO DY (NOT HER REAL NAME)

Finding Kids received a call from one of our non-profit
partners about missing 15-year-old Melody. Melody’s
relationship with her mother, Dede, had deteriorated
over the last two years and she was regularly skipping
school. Whenever Dede confronted her daughter, it
would end in Melody storming out of the house. This
time, Melody did not come home.

The local police took a missing person’s report
but after a few days a friend suggested Dede call
Finding Kids.

Within two days a private investigator was assigned
and immediately began interviewing friends, family,
the school, and scouring the internet, including
social media accounts. It became clear that Melody
had been trafficked for over a year before she
disappeared.

Over the next three weeks, two Private Investigators
were deployed undercover to conduct surveillance,
develop informants and circulate flyers regarding
missing Melody. While the investigation in the field was
happening, our Parent Advocate had begun preparing
Dede for the care Melody would need upon return.

Finally, in fear and fleeing from her trafficker, Melody
flagged down a patrol car and was brought to safety.
While Melody was now physically safe, the restoration
journey for her and her family was just beginning.
Over the next 12 months, our team worked to provide
encouragement, parenting support, resources,
mentorship and counseling for Melody who began to
process her experiences.
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A few months later Melody learned she was pregnant
and very much wanted to have her baby. Our team
helped the family prepare for the child and joyfully
attended the baby shower. In early 2024 Melody gave
birth to a beautiful baby and Dede describes her
daughter as “an awesome mama!” During a recent
interaction Dede told our Parent Advocate that it is
her new-found faith that gives her the strength to be a
loving and supportive mother and grandmother. She
asked us to share her favorite verse: “The Lord is my
rock, my fortress, and my savior; My God is my rock, in
whom | find protection.” Psalm 18:2.



WHAT WE DO - MIA'S STORY
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Mom receives referral to

- Finding Kids and completes

online Intake Form.

Finding Kids assigns case to P..
who begins interviewing friends and
family members immediately.

Investigator canvasses
neighborhoods in search of leads.
Elevates case within law
enforcement.

Phoenix PD questions Mia for
loitering; identifies her as missing
from California.

Finding Kids flies mom to Phoenix
and coordinates with local child
advocacy center.

New Day for Children confirms an

Finding Kids vets case with team
on the 20th. Mia suspected
trafficked. Last sighting is Monday,
January 15th.

Trained Parent Advocate assigned
to offer crisis support to mom.

Finding Kids Cyber Intell researches
social media accounts.

Three adults (alleged traffickers)
under investigation by law
enforcement.

Finding Kids secures a safe hotel for

mom and Mia while Finding Kids
locates permanent placement
acceptable to Mia & mom.

Finding Kids flies Mia and mom

Finding Kids Investigations
Coordinator speakswithimonmrand
leaves a voicemail with local
detective offering'support.

Mia doing well as‘ef‘MarchI'st.

available spot at a vetted CSEC to Texas.

placement in Texas for 12 months.
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LAUNCHED NEW PARENT AND
CHILD ADVOCACY AND
AFTERCARE SUPPORT IN 2023

Recognizing the diverse needs of vulnerable youth and their caregivers, Finding Kids
formally launched its Aftercare Programs in May 2023.

PARENT ADVOCACY

Parenting teenagers can be challenging, especially in

the age of the internet and social media. Experiencing
the crisis of a missing or exploited child and how best
to provide them with support when they return can be
overwhelming, especially for a single parent, which is

the case for many of the families we help.

Our Parent Advocacy program provides one-on-one
support to parents when their child goes missing.
Our Parent Advocates all have lived experience,
having gone through the trauma themselves of
having a missing child. This peer support cultivates
a profound, personal connection and empathy

often absent in professional or non-parental
support systems. Early trauma-informed assistance
diminishes feelings of stigma and isolation,
addresses emotional and practical needs and fosters
collaboration with authorities, ultimately benefiting
both parent and child.

Sometimes the most effective way to help a child is
to help the parent.
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YOUTH ADVOCACY AND COACHING

Youth advocacy plays a pivotal role in promoting
stability, resilience and healing among youth affected
by exploitation. Through clinical interventions and
strategies, our licensed advocates — many of whom
have lived experience themselves — support youth in
their safe recovery and aftercare journey. They help
identify needs and strengths, guide decision-making
processes, and impart coping skills essential for the
sustained well-being of the child.

RESTORATION FUNDS AND
RESOURCE COORDINATION

During a time of crisis, practical and financial
burdens can add an additional level of stress for

the parent. Parent Advocates coordinate with other
local community-based service providers and
provide financial resources to cover counseling,
education, vocational and therapeutic pursuits for
the child, including art, music and equine therapy.
This additional cushion gives the child and family the
space and time necessary to heal and reintegrate.
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LETTERS FROM PARENTS

Dear Finding Kids,

| am writing to tell you what an incredible organization
you are, as well as how much of a difference your
organization made during our experience when our
daughter went missing in 2023. As | sit here and
search for the words, it is impossible to tell you how
many phone calls, contacts and communications
were made by your organization on our behalf. It is
also impossible to describe the depth of gratitude we
feel.

When your child is missing, you think of nothing else.

You do not sleep. You have a pit in your stomach that
gnaws constantly, and the worry and nightmares are
also indescribable.

Your organization stepped in and became the bridge
between us and law enforcement. Lilly was labeled
as a runaway, and it turned out she was. She was
still in danger. She was still our child. Your Private
Investigator, Becky, stepped in and began exhaustive

and extensive background work. Becky was beyond
incredible — she listened and helped me through

so many emotionally rough spots. There was no
judgment. There was only kind compassion. | cried for
the kindness and acknowledgement. There were so
many times | thought | was going to lose my mind with
worry, or thought of new things to investigate, and

she was right there listening and then following up on
investigating. She kept me involved, and was literally
the only thing that brought me any hope. Becky
continued to chase leads for months, and was the first
one on the scene to verify and investigate sightings.

| firmly believe it is because of your organization’s
involvement, my daughter was found after 100 days.
We received our miracle. Thank you from the bottom
of our hearts.

Sincerely,
Cristy and Slim Edwards
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Dear Finding Kids,

Our beautiful daughter, Madison, was only a year old
when the iPhone first came on the market. While
the internet and social media were in full swing, as
parents we were too busy working and raising our
children to be concerned about the dangers lurking
behind an innocent-looking device. Were it not for a
miracle, | am not sure Madison would still be with us
today.

When Madison was 11 years old she started showing
signs of anxiety, depression, and defiance. Within a
year our sweet innocent girl was self-harming and
vaping. Her self-esteem plummeted. Madison was
sullen and wouldn't talk to us or a counselor. Although
we were beside ourselves with worry, we were told

her behavior was that of a typical tween and since her
grades were good and she wasn't suicidal, we should
not worry.

Little did we know that by the time she was 15,
Madison had become heavily entrenched in a
sophisticated web of sugar-daddy prostitution.
Madison was the perfect target for traffickers —

an attractive young girl who lacked self-confidence
and was easily manipulated. We had no idea that
behind the scenes pimps were coaching her on how
to lie brilliantly to her parents and to sneak out a

few nights a week without anyone noticing. She was
given a burner phone and knew how not to leave a
trace of evidence. Miraculously, while going through
her room one day | found her burner phone and was
able to access the alarming texts from her ‘handlers’.
Terrified, | took the phone to our local police
department, expecting they would spring into action
and ‘rescue’ her from this horrific situation.

To my dismay the well-meaning officer told me there
was not a lot they could do with the texts. He said
Madison would need to come down to the police
station and provide them with ‘real information’ before
they could do anything, and that even if she did, it

was ‘unlikely those thugs will ever get caught’. While
Madison was intimidated by her traffickers, she was
even more intimidated by law enforcement. | knew
she would not talk to them. The clerk politely walked
me out the door and into the cold air where | realized
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| was utterly alone. | was distraught, frustrated and
terrified. With nowhere else to turn, | began to pray.

Not long after that | experienced a miracle. Through
a friend, | learned about Special Operations -
Finding Kids. Within a few days an investigator and
parent advocate were assigned to provide us with
professional support. Madison was sent out of state
for her protection. A specialized trauma advocate
spent face-to-face time with Madison who eventually
began to let go of her shame and self-loathing and
open up. | am so humbled and thankful that these
complete strangers not only loved on our little girl
but on me as well. They helped me advocate for my
child within the justice system and while the criminal
investigation is still open, | am no longer alone.
Madison's recovery journey will be a long one but
she is well on her way and is planning on enrolling in
college this fall.

Thank you, Special Operations, for helping our
family. Thank you to everyone who is a part of the
organization. Our kids need you!

all

) 2:30pm

a

when | contact you, you need
to respond.

Since you're afraid of the
blade obviously.

You will be doing direct
appointments.

Otherwise you will be cut off
and I'll have othe women that
actually want to be built into
a boss ass Bitch with her own
shit.

| saw how you were broke and
needed funding. So I'm trying
to help you the best way | can.
But are you in or are you out?




FEATURED INVESTIGATORS
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A WORD FROM SYLVIA LACY-MILLER
PARENT ADVOCATE

| know first-hand how difficult it is for parents who find themselves in a
situation of having a child go missing because it happened to me. Working
with Finding Kids' clients gives me the opportunity to share our own story
of restoration and create the hope that their family can be healed. | am
committed to inspiring and encouraging parents as | walk alongside them
on their difficult journey. We do not judge families and we provide them
with love and support during every step of their difficult journey.

MEET AMBER DAVIES
CHILD AND FAMILY ADVOCATE

Amber is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, therapist, and advocate and has
20 years of clinical experience, 10 of which have been devoted to working
with and training front line professionals, service providers, and resource
families in the best practices of working with sexually exploited youth

and their families. As a Coach for Finding Kids, Amber helps youth and
families identify their needs and strengths, guides them in processing

their experiences, and provides opportunities to learn skills and coping
strategies as they navigate challenges in the recovery process.
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/lily-jimenez-4a7b6a28b/
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A WORD FROM OUR MANAGER OF
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS,
GRANT CLARK

Working for Finding Kids feels like the culmination of a series of
moments that have transformed my outlook on life, purpose, and
the profound impact we can have on the world around us.

| am a California native and grew up in a loving and supportive
environment that shielded me from the harsh realities
faced by many. After graduating from LMU in 2022, |
had a brief stint in a sales job that left me searching for
something more - a calling that went beyond the pursuit
of a paycheck. My search brought me to Finding Kids,
an organization whose passion and dedication to a
cause greater than ourselves resonated deeply with me. |
realized that my privilege wasn't a license to amass wealth in
isolation, but rather a platform to make a meaningful difference.
The decision to join this outstanding team was fueled by a desire
to invest my time and effort into something far more valuable than
financial gains.

What struck me initially was the realization that human trafficking
is not a distant woe confined to foreign lands. It is a cruel reality
happening to American children in every zip code. This revelation
lit a fire within me: a desire to share this dark truth to everyone
who will listen. As someone who was once oblivious to the
proximity of this issue, | recognize the power of awareness in
effecting change.

As | bring my entrepreneurial spirit to this team, | am driven by

a singular focus: to bring the issue of vulnerable and exploited
children to the forefront of the younger generation’s minds. It
takes a village to fight this battle, and | am eager to contribute
my energy, ideas, and passion to build a coalition of young minds
dedicated to creating a world where exploitation has no place.
Together, we are a force for change, a beacon of hope, and a
testament to the belief that a village united can indeed overcome
the darkest of challenges.

I've committed to running a half-marathon with my hands tied
every month until December 2024 to raise awareness of the plight
of victims. Please follow me on LinkedIn to learn more.

M/in/grant—clark


https://www.linkedin.com/in/grant-clark/

“Working with Ms. Larsen [private investigator] was

an absolute delight. Her unwavering commitment and
devotion to children is unquestionable. The wealth of
knowledge and experience she brings to Finding Kids is
truly priceless. We extend our heartfelt gratitude for the
invaluable contributions made by your organization.”

Assistant Sheriff Mike Bradwell

“I would like to say thank you to you and your team. You
staked out the house where my daughter was being
held. Your team worked with Oakland PD and Pleasant
Hill PD to recover my daughter before it was too late.
Thank you for all your efforts in recovering her safely.
And we appreciate all of the continued support through
her recovery as well. We want this to stop. | can't let
other families deal with what we experienced. Thank
you from the bottom of our hearts!”

Father of a 16-year-old girl

“Law Enforcement needs Special Operations.”

Steve Wagstaffe

“There are no words. | cannot thank you enough for
finding my child.”

Mother of a 15-year-old victim
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“We are so grateful to Special Operations and their donors for finding our
son so quickly!”

Mother of a 15-year-old boy

“Finding Kids has developed an extraordinary aftercare program and

has extraordinary people! In the aftermath following my granddaughter’s
recovery, the aftercare program provided us with unwavering support. With
their compassionate help, we began our journey to healing. There is so
much that | couldn’t have done without their expertise. They have made all
the difference in the resolution of our hardship, and for everything they have
done for us, | am eternally grateful.”

Grandmother of a 16-year-old girl

“Our family foundation has invested in hundreds of non-profits over the
years. Special Operations Finding Kids is by far one of the most well-run and
impactful.”

Blair Maus
Donor

DID YOU KNOW?

While there are public funds available to provide support to kids in the system
(foster children and those on probation), there are no such funds available for
non-system kids who make up the vast majority of trafficking victims.

Any minor who exchanges sexual favors for cash, drugs or anything of value,
is considered a victim of sex trafficking. In a recent three-year prevalence study
in Washington DC, 7.4% of high school students said they had exchanged sexual
favors for cash or drugs at least once.
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2023 BY THE NUMBERS

REVENUE 179 CASES ACROSS 35 COUNTIES
Foundation and Trust Grants § 234,500 SINCE 2018
General Cash Donations S 403,212
In-Kind Donations $ 5139  Alameda 33
_— Washoe 27
Total Donations $ 642,851 Contra Costa 15
Interest Income $ 22998 Santa Clara 13
Total Revenue $ 665,849 Sacramento 10
Sonoma 10
Cost of Revenue $ 2683 San Mateo 9
Gross Profit $ 663,166 Marin 6
San Francisco 6
EXPENDITURES Mendocino 5
Investigations $ 284,309 San Joaquin 5
Aftercare and Advocacy S 146,164 - 4
Other Program Expenses $ 162,457 Shasta 3
Total Program Expenses $ 592,930 Solano 3
Mission Support § 63,887 LLEIG e
Fundraising S 91,384 Lake 2
S EE— Lakeport 2
Total Expenditures S 748,201 Lon 9
Net Revenue $ (85,035) Napa 2
Nevada 2
Riverside 2
Allegheny 1
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
Calaveras 1
Camden 1
Carson City 1
Clark 1
Fresno 1
private investigator parent and survivor Humboldt 1
firms advocates Klamath 1
Maricopa 1
Mariposa 1
Monterey 1
San Benito 1
San Diego 1
full-time staff volunteers Saramento 1
Utah 1

Total Cases 179
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2023 TRAFFICKING CASES 2023 ADVOCACY FOCUS

100% of our cases involved children vulnerable to + Early intervention is critical
recovery. to trafficking-confirmed and trafficking-suspected
50 cases
+ In most cases the child was able to return home.

40

Trafficking
30 3 Unconfirmed
20
10 Trafficking

o (o)
1 Confirmed 53 /o 47 /o

50 Parent Advocacy Youth Advocacy

Trafficked Cases

2023 CASE BREAKDOWN BY GENDER

Female (35) Male (8)

FINDING KIDS CASE BREAKDOWN BY RACE COMPARED
TO THE BAY AREA MINOR POPULATION

60%
. Finding Kids 2022-2023 Cases
. SF Bay Area Minor Population
40%
) I I I
; I- — m

Black Native American Asian Hispanic White Multiracial
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ABOUT US

Founded in 2017, Special Operations is a non-profit dedicated
to keeping kids safe from sex traffickers in the San Francisco
Bay Area and beyond. The result is a safer community for us all.

Learn More: findingkids.org or email us directly
at info@findingkids.org.

Special Operations Finding Kids is a 501(c)(3) Organization. EIN: 81-2874951
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