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My mom always told me to look for and accentuate the positive. Somehow this
past year feels extra fitting for living by those words. A year when Silver Linings
- signs of hope - were more needed than ever.

Ten years ago, Guardian Group was a vision - an idea of how to help solve an
unimaginable problem in our world. Fast-forward to today, and we have
fashioned not just a solution but a team of Guardians all around the country.
What started with a few has now become an army of thousands. For a decade
Guardian Group has been enabling and empowering professionals and people
around the US to recover victims of trafficking and prosecute those responsible
for this abuse.

Our hearts are full of gratitude for the many who have sustained us over the
years. Our mission is crystal clear as we kick off this new year running full
speed toward our goal…until all are free.

In the midst of the pain and hardships of this last year I invite you to see with
me the signs of hope all around us. There are brave Guardians among us. 

Jeff Keith
Founder + CEO

A Letter from the Founder + CEO
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WE EXIST TO PREVENT AND
DISRUPT THE SEX TRAFFICKING OF

WOMEN AND CHILDREN WHILE
ENABLING PARTNERS TO IDENTIFY
VICTIMS AND PREDATORS IN THE

UNITED STATES

Through our offensive component, we
change the way resource-constrained law
enforcement agencies are able to
respond to trafficking situations.

Our defensive strategy utilizes the power
of communities, trained to recognize and
respond to potential trafficking.

ONE
MISSION

TWO
STRATEGIES
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Words from our Partners
"From 2016 to 2018, our law enforcement agencies identified and provided
services to 109 survivors while prosecuting 30 traffickers. The successful
identification, investigation and prosecution of at least half of these cases
was the result of information and assistance from the Guardian Group. 

One such example includes a young woman who was trafficked by a
dangerous offender with a history of violence. The Guardian Group found her
posting online and referred the information to our location Sheriff's office to
investigate. A successful mission allowed us to prosecute this trafficker and
connect with the victim; but a short while after a grand jury issued an
indictment our victim disappeared. We heard through various sources that
she was taker/moved to another state by another trafficker connected to our
defendant. 

We feared for her life but we could not locate her whereabouts. My office
reached out to the Guardian Group for help. Within forty-eight hours, the
group found her in California. Our law enforcement was able to connect with
their counterparts down south to confirm her location and that she had a
new trafficker. We were able to bring her back to Oregon and reunite the
victim with her family. 

The Guardian Group found her not once, but twice, allowing us to rescue her
from the life."

Sr. Deputy District Attorney 5



2020's Impact on Sex Trafficking
The year of 2020 has been historical in countless ways and many of us were forced to
pivot and adapt throughout the year. The fight against sex trafficking was no different.

106%
increase in CyberTipline
reports of suspected child
sexual exploitation in
March 2020 vs. March
2019

43%
increase in calls to the
Childhelp National Child
Abuse Hotline in May 2020
vs. May 2019

98.66%
increase in Online
Enticement Reports
between January and
September 2020 vs. the
same time period in 2019

993 individuals
trained 6

Predators ramped up the recruitment of victims the moment
schools closed. Children were given the stay- at-home order
and suddenly online at a much higher volume allowing
traffickers to recruit from the safety of their own living room
couches.  Alongside the recruitment of children, many young
adults lost jobs and fell into a state of vulnerability created by
a lack of income making them prime targets for traffickers as
well. 

Simultaneously, there was a drastic decline in law
enforcement’s ability to interact with victims due to the
pandemic and the events thereafter. Second only to friends
and family, law enforcement is the most likely place for victims
of sex trafficking to find help. This combination of events has
only increased the complexities associated with combating
domestic sex trafficking.

Without the ability to travel and provide in-person training
Guardian Group developed an online course exclusively for law
enforcement. This course, along with our revamped hotel and
community courses, have been a great avenue for providing
training during the year despite the restrictions. Source: National Center for Missing and Exploited

Children and ChildHelp National Child Abuse Hotline



Through the committed support of our donors, we were able to grow the
PURSUIT™ team. Our new analyst comes with 15+ years of experience in
this field and has allowed us to increase our offensive support to law
enforcement across the nation.

As law enforcement and other public service agencies continue to be
overextended in order to handle the impact of COVID-19, requests for
Guardian Group's support did not slow down but, instead slightly
increased. Throughout the year the PURSUIT™ team has been tirelessly
fielding requests for support from law enforcement agencies and
community members across the country, while simultaneously
developing out new leads daily.

OFFENSIVE GROWTH
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"Due to our limited time and
resources, it is my team's goal to

conduct data driven investigations
which allows us to efficiently locate

and rescue victims. Information from
Guardian Group has been

instrumental in our success at
accomplishing this goal."

 
Detective

law enforcement
requests for support39

34

2020

2019



72

OFFENSIVE IMPACT

2020 
Impact Across the Country

A sex trafficking lead is developed through hours of Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) research
methods, to identify a possible sex trafficking victim online through Publicly Available Information
(PAI). Once this information has been corroborated and validated for accuracy, it is then complied into
a report and passed to law enforcement to act upon.  

Stings supported represents the number of times an operation took place by law enforcement, based
on a lead the PURSUIT™ team developed. The reduction in stings in 2020 is a direct reflection of
COVID-19 related restrictions placed on law enforcement throughout the country. Many law
enforcement agencies have been instructed to cease all counter trafficking operations, for concerns of
placing subjects into custody where a COVID-19 outbreak may occur. 
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sex trafficking
leads developed

victims 
identified

stings 
supported

102
75

2020

2019 94
2020

2019 1629

2020

2019

2019 
Impact Across the Country

The maps reflect the numbers to the right and represent
the impact that is being had across the United States by
the PURSUIT™ team



direct contributions from
individuals, monthly supporters,
corporations and matching gifts.

FUNDING STRATEGIES

administrative

Ensuring the financial stability and sustainability through various & diverse
funding streams over the long term so we may continue our work to disrupt the
sex trafficking of women and children in the U.S. 

75%

10%
other sources - to include
affiliate and advertising
revenues and product sales

15%
grants and foundations
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84%
direct service:
44% training & education
40% PURSUIT™

10%

6%
development and fundraising

Funding 
Streams

Funding
Breakdown

To reach the Platinum level, we added extensive information to our Nonprofit
Profile on GuideStar including in-depth organizational and financial information;
qualitative information about goals, strategies, and capabilities; and quantitative
information about results and progress toward our mission. By taking the time to
provide this information, we have demonstrated our commitment to transparency
and to giving donors and funders meaningful data to evaluate Guardian Group.

2020 Revenue
Contributions & Grants: $661,246
In-Kind Contributions: $175,849
Fees for Service: $2,993

Total Revenue: $840,088

2020 Expenses
Direct Service: $478,534
Administrative: $80,738
Fundraising: $87,768

Total Expenses: $647,040

Due to the nature of our work and the safety concerns associated, our Board's
information is only available upon request. 



GUARDIANS:
This fight is successful because of the support and collaboration of multiple entities, some of which are listed below. Together
this network of committed individuals and organizations has impacted the lives of hundreds of victims and has prevented
countless others. 

trained to recognize
and respond to

potential trafficking
situations

The Riverhouse
Residence Inn 

Gold Miners Inn
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preventors pursuers

Hospitality

Healthcare

Community
Junior League

FBI Citizens Academy

Donors

St. Charles Health System

Law Enforcement Agencies

Foundationspartners providers
committed to providing

financial or in-kind
support to this fight

the true heroes
working tirelessly to
recover victims and

prosecute traffickers

advocates for training
& those that provide

victim aftercare

Bend, OR
Clackamas County, OR
Oklahoma City, OK
Kansas City, MO
Wichita, KS
Dallas, TX
Atlanta, GA

Corporations & Academia

Healy Foundation
St. Charles Foundation
Autzen Foundation

The First Click
Five Talent - Effectual
OSU-C
MIT Lincoln Labs

This fight is only possible because of our
dedicated monthly supporters and those who
generously support through one-time gifts.

Victim Advocates

Organizations

at: Project
Safety Compass

Coalition to Abolish Slavery & Trafficking

E3 Foundation
Bend Chamber

Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association
Sheepdog Response
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3 raise your voice
Advocate for training within your community.

JOIN THE FIGHT

become a guardian
Join the community of committed monthly donors
that provide financial support for this fight or
consider a one-time donation. 

1

get trained
Learn how to recognize and respond to potential
trafficking situations in your community.
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Learn more at 

www.guardiangroup.org


